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A Mission of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

The Rev. Marion Sprott-Goldson, Vicar  
The Rev. Nathan E. Kirkpatrick, Priest Associate 

 

 
CHRISTMAS 

DECEMBER 26,  2021 AND JANUARY 2,  2022 
 
GATHERING 
 
People’s Prelude 

Bell 

 
Welcome 

God	came	in	Jesus	of	Nazareth	to	reveal	the	power	of	God’s	love	and	healing.	In	the	birth	of	
Jesus,	we	realize	that	God	shares	life	with	us	intimately.	We	meet	God	“in	the	flesh”	of	human	
struggle	and	most	especially	in	the	midst	of	human	love.	Christmas	celebrates	the	incarnation	
of	God;	God	“in	the	flesh	of”	human	life.		

 
Bell 

Silence 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Opening Hymn   

 

Opening Acclamation 
 
Presider Blessed	be	God:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.	
People					 And	blessed	be	God’s	kingdom,	now	and	for	ever.	Amen.	
	
The	Presider	may	say	
	
Almighty	God,	to	you	all	hearts	are	open,	all	desires	known,	and	from	you	no	secrets	are	hid:	
Cleanse	the	thoughts	of	our	hearts	by	the	inspiration	of	your	Holy	Spirit,	that	we	may	perfectly	
love	you,	and	worthily	magnify	your	holy	Name;	through	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
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Col lect of the Day 

Song of Praise: Angels  We Have Heard on High  
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Collect of the Day 

Presider	 The	Lord	be	with	you.	
People		 And	also	with	you.	
Presider	 Let	us	pray.		
 
The	Presider	reads	the	Collect,	after	which	the	people	say:	Amen. 
 
 
The Lessons 

 
First Reading  

Hear	what	the	Spirit	is	saying	to	God’s	people	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
 
 
The Psalm Said	in	unison,	unmuted 
 
 
Second Reading 

Hear	what	the	Spirit	is	saying	to	God’s	people	
Thanks	be	to	God.	
 
 
Sequence Hymn   
 
 
The Gospel  

Presider	 The	Holy	Gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	according	to	____.	
People		 Glory	to	you,	Lord	Christ.	
	
	
Presider	 The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	
People		 Praise	to	you,	Lord	Christ.	

 

 

The Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed (chanted with virtual choir)  

 
We	believe	in	one	God,		
The	Father,	the	Almighty,		
Maker	of	heaven	and	earth,		
Of	all	that	is,	seen	and	unseen.		

	

We	believe	in	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,		
The	only	Son	of	God,		
Eternally	begotten	of	the	Father,	
God	from	God,	Light	from	Light,		

	

True	God	from	true	God,		
Begotten,	not	made,		
Of	one	Being	with	the	Father.	
Through	him	all	things	were	made.		
	

For	us	and	for	our	salvation	
He	came	down	from	heaven:		
By	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit		
He	became	incarnate	from	the	Virgin	Mary,		
And	was	made	man.	

For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;		
He	suffered	death	and	was	buried.		
On	the	third	day	he	rose	again		
In	accordance	with	the	Scriptures;		
	

He	ascended	into	heaven	
And	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.		
He	will	come	again	in	glory	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead,		
And	his	kingdom	will	have	no	end.		

	

We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	of	life,	
Who	proceeds	from	the	Father	and	the	Son.		
Who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	is	worshiped	and	glorified.	
Who	has	spoken	through	the	Prophets.	
	

We	believe	in	one	holy	catholic	and	apostolic	Church.	
We	acknowledge	one	baptism	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	
We	look	for	the	resurrection	of	the	dead,	
and	the	life	of	the	world	to	come.	Amen.	

	
Nicene	Creed	Tone	1	©	1991	St.	Meinrad	Archabbey.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

The	Word	became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	as	of	a	
father’s	only	son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.	We	are	witnesses,	praying,	“Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	
Lord.	Hallelujah!”	

Abba,	Father,	you	have	received	us	as	your	children.	Make	our	hearts	shine	ever	brighter	with	
the	pure	light	of	Christ,	that	all	people	might	witness	your	all-encompassing	love.	

Silence	

Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	Lord.	Hallelujah!	

Almighty	God,	let	all	the	nations	witness	your	glory.	Cause	righteousness	and	praise	to	cover	
the	earth.	

Silence	

Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	Lord.	Hallelujah!	
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Great	Lord,	you	are	mighty	in	power:	you	graciously	make	the	earth	to	burst	forth	with	green	
plants;	you	provide	food	for	flocks	and	herds;	you	give	us	the	resources	to	thrive	on	this	
planet.	May	we	be	thankful	in	our	hearts	and	generous	in	our	lives.	

Silence	

Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	Lord.	Hallelujah!	

O	God,	it	is	you	who	establishes	peace.	Comfort	your	people	with	safety	and	security;	assure	
us	that	it	is	not	by	our	own	strength,	but	by	your	goodness,	that	we	can	rest	in	quiet	
confidence.	

Silence	

Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	Lord.	Hallelujah!	

Loving	God,	you	are	the	healer	of	the	brokenhearted;	it	is	you	who	binds	up	their	wounds;	you	
lift	up	the	lowly.	Clothe	your	children	with	the	garments	of	health	and	salvation.	

Silence	

Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	Lord.	Hallelujah!	

O	God,	you	sent	your	Son	to	redeem	us	from	death:	draw	us	closer	to	your	Son	Jesus	–	into	
your	heart,	both	now	and	in	the	life	to	come.	

Silence	

Shine	forth	in	our	lives,	O	Lord.	Hallelujah!	

People	may	add	their	own	prayers	of	intercession	and	thanksgiving	silently	or	aloud.		

Presider		 Grant,	O	Lord,	that	the	course	of	this	world	may	be	peaceably	governed	by	your	
providence;	and	that	your	Church	may	joyfully	serve	you	in	confidence	and	
serenity;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	
Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	Amen.	

The	Peace	is	then	exchanged			

Presider							 The	peace	of	the	Lord	be	always	with	you.	
People							 And	also	with	you.	

 

Peace Song  

 

Announcements 
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 
The Offertory Sentence 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 

 

Offertory Song   

 

The Great Thanksgiving  [from Enriching our Worship]             

The people remain standing. The Presider faces them and sings or says 

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We l ift  them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It  is  r ight to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, Because you gave Jesus 

Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, 
was made perfect Man of the flesh of Mary his mother; so that we might be 
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

 Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy: 
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The presider continues 

 Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be 
human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself 
for us, a fragrant offering. 

 
 Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into 

your life, reconciled us to you, and resotred us to the glory you intend for us.  
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the presider is to hold it, or lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 
and any other vessel containing the wine to be consecrated. 

 We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, 
this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the rembrance of me.”  

 
 And so, remembering all that was done for us; the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 

and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts 
your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

 
Presider and People 
 Dying, you destroyed our death. 
 Rising, you restored our l i fe.  
 Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
 
The presider continues  
 Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may 

be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s 
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. 

 
 Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time 

gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
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 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
 Blessed are you now and for ever. 
 
Al l  AMEN.   

 
Presider  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray  

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
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The Breaking of the Bread 

The Priest breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept, then: 

Presider	 Alleluia!	Christ	our	Passover	is	sacrificed	for	us.	
People		 Therefore,	let	us	keep	the	feast.		Alleluia!	

Presider	 Behold	what	you	are.	
People		 May	we	become	what	we	receive.	

		 [Adapted	from	St.	Augustine’s	Homily	#58:	On	the	Eucharist]	

Presider	 The	Gifts	of	God	for	the	People	of	God.	Take	them	in	remembrance	that	Christ	
died	for	you,	and	feed	on	him	in	your	hearts	by	faith,	with	thanksgiving.	

 
The Communion 
A	gluten-free	bread	is	available	for	those	who	need	it.	Simply	let	us	know	as	the	host	comes	your	way.	
Those	who	do	not	wish	to	receive	are	invited	to	fold	their	arms	and	receive	a	blessing.	

Those	gathered	at	home	are	invited	to	offer	the	following	prayer:		

In	union,	O	Lord,	with	your	faithful	people	at	every	altar	of	your	Church,	where	the	Holy	
Eucharist	is	now	being	celebrated,	I	desire	to	offer	to	you	praise	and	thanksgiving.	I	
remember	your	death,	Lord	Christ;	I	proclaim	your	resurrection;	I	await	your	coming	in	
glory.	Since	I	cannot	receive	you	today	in	the	Sacrament	of	your	Body	and	Blood,	I	beseech	
you	to	come	spiritually	into	my	heart.	Cleanse	and	strengthen	me	with	your	grace,	Lord	
Jesus,	and	let	me	never	be	separated	from	you.	May	I	live	in	you,	and	you	in	me,	in	this	life	
and	in	the	life	to	come.	Amen.		

Those	at	home	may	also	request	a	delivery	of	the	communion,	which	will	be	delivered	after	the	liturgy.		
	

	

Hymn During Communion   

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Presider  Let us pray. 

Al l       Most loving God, creator and redeemer,  
 we give you thanks for this foretaste of your glory.  
 Through Christ,  and with al l  your saints,   
 we offer ourselves and our l ives to your service. 
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit ,   
 to stand with you in your world. 
 We ask this through Jesus Christ,  the servant,  
 our fr iend and brother.  Amen. 
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WE GO FORTH 
 

Blessing 

Presider:  May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
 
Going Forth Song   
 
 
Presider or Deacon:   Alleluia! Go in peace to proclaim God’s Word made flesh. 
People       Thanks be to God.  Al leluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


