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October 23, 2019 
Dear People of the Advocate, 

 

Greetings from the members of the Vestry -- Amanda Godwin, Erin Dangler, Sara 
Paukovich, Lacey Hudspeth, John Gillespie and Paul Marvin. We’re writing today to do 
two things. First, we’d like to thank you all for the myriad ways in which you make life at 
the Advocate possible. Your generous commitments of prayer, time, skills and money 
ground our community. Thank you very much for all you give and all you do. We would 
not be the congregation we are without each of you! 

Second, we’d like to take a few minutes to look ahead with you to 2020. Particularly 
we’d like to invite you to join us in thinking more deeply about the contributions we 
each make to the life of the Advocate. Everything that we have and everything that we 
are, are things that have been given to us as gifts, and have been given for us to manage 
for the good of others as well as for ourselves. At the Advocate we use the term 
“Stewardship” to talk about how we manage all these things. We are called to be good 
stewards of everything we have -- our selves, our time, our skills and our money. We are 
called to use these resources for the good of those around us. 

2020 will be an exciting time of continued growth at the Advocate. The Vicar and Vestry 
have identified a number of enhancements to our shared life together: 

 We will strengthen our connections with our neighbors, particularly those on 
Rogers Road, engaging in conversations with the Town and County about the 
development of the Greene Tract, the land adjacent to our northwest corner. 
We hope also to create a summer camp destination for kids of Rogers Road to go 
fishing. 

 In the darker seasons of the year -- Advent, Epiphany and Lent -- we will have 
candlelight Evening Prayers with poetry on Sundays at 5 PM. 

 Nathan Kirkpatrick will continue to be our priest associate, and will be more 

 present in preaching and teaching in the year ahead. 

 We will further steward our chapel with needed repairs and fresh paint! 

We will also embark on a visioning process to lay plans for our next 5-10 years together. 
We will be thinking about who we’d like to become while remaining faithful to the 
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values and projects which have come to mark who we are as a community. And, In 
addition to all this, there are ordinary things like general maintenance and cleaning of 
the chapel and house, audit and accounting services, land and pond upkeep, and 
utilities. Then there are the costs of providing formation and fellowship: piano 
accompanists and music, Christian education materials, and liturgical supplies. 

This all takes money. The operating budget for the upcoming year is estimated to be 
$238,000, which represents a 12% increase over last year’s total expenditures.  This 
year, we as a Vestry have come to see that openness, inclusivity, and hopefulness 
should be hallmarks of the kind of financial stewardship we practice at the Advocate. 
We hope that our financial stewardship will be… 

 Open -- We will be upfront, transparent and honest about our needs, about the 
money coming in and the money going out. 

 Inclusive -- We all share the blessing and burden of financial stewardship. We 
are responsible to one another as we share in the life of the Advocate. 

 Hopeful -- The life we share together is abundant and lifegiving. The more we 
share it with others, the more we have to share. 

We are about to begin our annual pledge season to fund our life together next year. In 
this we have two goals: 

1. We want to increase the number of pledges. Last year 70 households 
pledged. We would like to see that number increase to 90 this year. 

2. We want to increase the amount of each pledge by 10% over last year’s 
pledge. 

What does this mean for you? 

1. If you did not pledge last year -- please pledge! Even if you can only pledge 
$1 per month for the entire year, woohoo! That’s fine. Bottom line, all we are 
asking of you is that you pledge. 

2. If you pledged last year -- please consider increasing your pledge by 10%! For 
example, the median pledge last year was $100 per month. So an increase of 
10% would be $110 per month. 

The budget is large and we need pledges of all sizes to fund it fully. But we know how 
generous you all are, and we are confident (and hopeful!) that if we all do our part we 
will be just fine. The Advocate’s $238,000 operating budget is truly the work of the 
people. 

So, we would like each household to set aside one hour in the next few weeks to 
thoughtfully and prayerfully consider your pledge to the Advocate. Unanticipated 
donations in the basket on Sunday are helpful and good, but pledges are the foundation 
of our budget—they provide the basis for our decisions about what we can afford for 
salaries, stipends, and all other expenses. 

We ask that you make your pledge to the 2020 operating budget by November 24. 



The Rev. Lisa G. Fischbeck, Vicar  telephone: 919-933-3221 

8410 Merin Road  Chapel Hill, N.C.  27516  TheAdvocateChurch.org 

If you would like some guidance about how to determine a pledge, you might find this 
link helpful. You will find a pledge card attached to this email. Cards will also be 
available in the bell tower and online. Please place your pledge card in an envelope, in 
the collection plate during the Offertory by November 24, or send it to  

The Advocate Church 
8410 Merin Road 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27516 

or email it to the Advocate Church Office at theadvocatechurch@gmail.com. 

 

Peace, 

The Advocate Vestry 

Amanda Godwin (quiltyoga@gmail.com) 

Erin Dangler (erinrdangler@gmail.com) 

Sara Paukovich (unityacupunctureclinic@gmail.com) 

Lacey Hudspeth (lacey.hudspeth@gmail.com) 

John Gillespie, Junior Warden (pgillespie1969@gmail.com) 

Paul Marvin, Senior Warden (pmarvin@nc.rr.com) 
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