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Prayers of the People

Third Week of Advent, 2014
The Advocate Episcopal Church

____________________________________________________________

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14

It was Mary’s blood made him, her blood
sieved through meaty placenta to feed

him, grow him,
though Luke wrote she was no more
than the cup he was planted in, a virgin
no man every pressed against or urged
who could barely catch eyes with the

towering
angel but felt God come to her like light
through glass, like a fingerprint left on glass;

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Luke 1:46-55
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
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still, it’s hard to believe she never wanted
to be rid of the thing inside her, wasn’t
shamed carrying him, the child’s
perfect head pointing at the ground
and rubbing her cervix like the round earth
rubbing the thin wall of the sky that holds it.
All women reach the time of wanting it out
but not wanting it out, not knowing
what’s coming, so she must have spread
her legs in anguish because what was inside
pressing her membranes for release
was both herself and a stranger;
and she must have cried out
as the small head crowned,
splitting her, her pelvis swung
wide to push him through the wall
of this world, till what came from her
was a child lit with her own gore,
soiled, everything open so her inside
was now outside, cracked open, it means
mother to crack open, to be rent
by what comes to replace her. Such
is love—the only way. It was Mary’s
blood made him: his eyes, his tongue,
his penis, her milk fattened his legs,
made hair on the crown of his head,
she grew caul to wrap him and door
to come through and nothing, not even
crying Father, Father, to the warped
blue sky can change it.

Mary’s Blood, by Anne Marie Macari

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.
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____________________________________________________________

Monday of the Third Week of Advent
December 15

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in
your heart and try to love the questions
themselves, like locked rooms and like
books that are now written in a very
foreign tongue. Do not now seek the
answers, which cannot be given you
because you would not be able to live
them. And the point is, to live everything. Live the questions now.
Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it, live along some
distant day into the answer.

Rainer Maria Rilke

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

____________________________________________________________

Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent
December 16

Like foolish folk of old I would not be,
Who had no room that night for Him and

thee.
See, Mother Mary, here within my heart
I've made a little shrine for Him apart;
Swept it of sin, and cleansed it with all

care;
Warmed it with love and scented it with prayer.
So, Mother, when the Christmas anthems start,
Please let me hold your baby--in my heart.

Advent Prayer, by Sr. Maryanna, O.P.

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 8:16-9:1
II Peter 1:1-11
Luke 22:39-53

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 9:1-7
II Peter 1:12-21
Luke 22:54-69
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The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

____________________________________________________________

Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent
December 17

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who
orderest all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show, and
teach us in her ways to go.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come
to thee, O Israel.

Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I
loved you! You were within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I
searched for you. In my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things
which you created. You were with me, but I was not with you. Created
things kept me from you; yet if they had not been in you they would not
have been at all. You called, you shouted, and you broke through my
deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness.
You breathed your fragrance on me; I drew in breath and now I pant for
you. I have tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more. You touched
me, and I burned for your peace.

St. Augustine, Fifth Century

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 9:8-17
II Peter 2:1-10a
Mark 1:1-8
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____________________________________________________________

Thursday of the Third Week of Advent
December 18

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who
to thy tribes on Sinai’s height

in ancient times didst give the law, in
cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come
to thee, O Israel.

In an age that offers a variety of escapes from the human condition,
Christians are more than ever a sign of contradiction. They continue to
believe that the search for God must begin with the acceptance of the
human. They believe this because it is in the stable of humanity that
God has come in search for us.

In the human experience of Jesus, God became available to us as the
depth of human life. Thus, a Christian believes that the experience of
ultimate meaning comes not from a leap out of the human condition, but
a journey through its dark waters.

John Heagle

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

____________________________________________________________

Friday of the Third Week of Advent
December 19

O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, free
them from Satan’s tyranny

that trust thy mighty power to save, and
give them victory o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 9:18-10:4
II Peter 2:10b-16
Matt. 3:1-12

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 10:5-19
II Peter 2:17-22
Matt. 11:2-15
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to thee, O Israel.

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.

T.S. Eliot

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

____________________________________________________________

Saturday of the Third Week of Advent
December 20

O come, thou Key of David, come, and
open wide our heavenly home;

make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come
to thee, O Israel.

Our brokenness is the wound
through which the full power of God
can penetrate our being
and transfigure us in God.

Loneliness is not something from which we must flee
but the place from where we can cry out to God,
where God will find us and we can find God.

Yes, through our wounds
the power of God can penetrate us
and become like rivers of living water
to irrigate the arid earth within us.

Daily Scripture

Isaiah 10:20-27
Jude 17-25
Luke 3:19
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Thus we may irrigate the arid earth of others,
so that hope and love are reborn.

Jean Vanier

The Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.


