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Prayers of the People 
Second Week of Advent, 2014 

The Advocate Episcopal Church 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 7 

Wake, O wake, and sleep no longer, 
For he who calls you is no stranger; 
Awake, God's own Jerusalem! 
Hear, the midnight bells are chiming 
The signal for his royal coming: 
Let voice to voice announce his name! 
We feel his footsteps near, 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
II Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 
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The Bridegroom at the door-- 
Alleluia! The lamps will shine 
With light divine 
As Christ the savior comes to reign. 

Zion hears the sound of singing; 
Our hearts are thrilled with sudden longing; 
She stirs, and wakes, and stands prepared. 
Christ, her friend, and lord, and lover, 
Her star and sun and strong redeemer-- 
At last his mighty voice is heard. 
The Son of God has come 
To make with us his home: 
Sing Hosanna! The fight is won, 
The feast begun; 
We fix our eyes on Christ alone. 

Glory, glory, sing the angels, 
While music sounds from strings and cymbals; 
All humankind, with songs arise! 
Twelve the gates into the city, 
Each one a pearl of shining beauty; 
The streets of gold ring out with praise. 
All creatures round the throne 
Adore the holy One 
With rejoicing: Amen be sung 
By ev'ry tongue 
To crown their welcome to the King. 

Philipp Nicolai, Sixteenth Century 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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____________________________________________________________ 

Monday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 8 

We ask thy grace, O God, that we may 
make due use of this holy time…  Grant 
that we may be watchful at this time 
above all others, in avoiding everything 
that can be injurious of our neighbor, 
whether in afflicting, or giving scandal, or 
drawing into sin, or casting any blemish 
on a reputation; but in all things, O God, may we follow the spirit of 
charity, being forward in bringing comfort and relief to all, as far as their 
circumstances shall require, and ours permit. 

Grant, O Lord, that thus we may prepare to meet our redeemer. 

John Goter 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 9 

And when we break, we'll wait for our 
miracle 

God is a place where some holy 
spectacle lies 

When we break, we'll wait for our 
miracle 

God is a place you will wait for the rest 
of your life 

Neutral Milk Hotel (Two Headed Boy Part 2) 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 5:8-12, 18-23 
I Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Luke 21:20-28 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25 
I Thessalonians 5:12-28 
Luke 21:29-38 
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The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 10 

We are a wounded people; 
we can love each other, forgive each 

other 
and celebrate together our oneness. 
Perhaps we can only truly accept this 

humiliation 
if we live an experience similar to the one 
lived by the prodigal son. 
If we discover that we are loved and forgiven 

and accepted by the Father just as we are, 
in all our brokenness, 
with all the darkness and pain inside us, 

then we too can weep in the arms of God, 
rejoicing in his forgiveness. 

Yes the cry and the anguish of the poor 
triggers off our own cry and anguish; 
we touch our point of pain and helplessness. 

But then we discover the new name of God, 
the name revealed by Jesus, 
of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit; 
the Father will send a “Paraclete.” 
It is a beautiful name, meaning literally 
“the one who answers the cry of the call,” 
like a mother 
who takes in her arms her weeping child. 
She is a paraclete. 
The name of God is “the one who answers the cry.” 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 6:1-13 
II Thessalonians 1:1-12 
John 7:53-8:11 
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Mercy and misery embrace! 
We can only know the incredible mercy and love of God  
if we accept to descend into our misery 
and there cry out to him. 
Then he will answer, “Here I am, Beloved,” 
and will enfold us in his arms 
with a long embrace. 

Jean Vanier 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Thursday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 11 

Move over the face of  
my deep, 
my darkness, 
my endless restless chaos, 
and create, 
O God; 
trouble me, 
comfort me, 
stir me up, 
and calm me, 
but do not cease 
to breathe 
your Spirit into  
my wakening soul.  

Night Visions, by Jan Richardson 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 7:1-9 
II Thessalonians 2:1-12 
Luke 22:1-13 
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their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Friday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 12 

Ask not, doubt not. You have, my heart, 
already chosen the joy of Advent. As a 
force against your own uncertainty, 
bravely tell yourself, “It is the Advent of 
the great God.”  Say this with faith and 
love, and then both the past of your life, 
which has become holy, and your life’s 
eternal, boundless future will draw together in the now of this world.  For 
then into the heart comes the one who is Advent, the boundless future 
who is already in the process of coming, the Lord, who has already 
come into the time of the flesh to redeem it. 

Karl Rahner 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Saturday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 13 

The Advent mystery is the beginning of 
the end of all in us that is not yet Christ. 

Thomas Merton 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 7:10-25 
II Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 
Luke 22:14-30 

Daily Scripture 

Isaiah 8:1-15 
II Thessalonians 3:6-18 
Luke 22:31-38 



Prayers of the People – Advent 2 2014 

7 

All shall be well 
And all shall be well 
And all manner of thing shall be well. 

Julian of Norwich 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 


